[Heparin facilities proliferation of human osteoblasts in vitro].
It is a well-known fact that long-term application of heparin can lead to osteoporosis. To learn more about the mechanisms of heparin-induced osteoporosis, we exposed human osteoblasts in vitro to heparin in various concentrations. We found an increased proliferation rate, especially in concentrations used therapeutically in humans (0.1-0.2 IU/ml). In our experiments fetal calf serum (FCS) was able to heighten the positive effect of heparin, showing a synergism between heparin and FCS.